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attacking Serbia in the flank and rear. The Serbs were
compelled to make an immense strategic retreat from
the Danube to the mountains of Albania and Montene-
gro, fighting delaying actions, rear-guard actions against
the Germans and Austrians on the one hand and against
the Bulgarians on the other. They put up a brilliant
defence that evoked the admiration of the Germans
themselves. There never was a rout or panic flight.
The main army withdrew intact, shepherding the
parliament, the diplomatic corps, the allied missions,
the nurses. But it did seem to the higher command
of the enemy that the army had retreated merely to
perish in the snowy wildernesses of Albania, perish or
surrender en masse.

Alexander, King Peter, Putnik and the other generals
decided to plunge to the Adriatic shore across the
mountains. Neither Putnik nor King Peter was fit,
They had to be carried most of the way along precipitous
narrow trails, sometimes in blinding snow. There was
intense frost and scarcely any food. The Albanians
shot down the stragglers. Hundreds of men perished
of exhaustion and frostbite.

The Regent Alexander was also most unwell He
could hardly ride for pain. But he did not admit it
Where so many others were suffering it was not for
him to complain. He rode ahead of the army. Perhaps
he hoped to get to some hospital in time. Only when
he was nigh falling off his horse did he receive medical
attention. He was taken to a little house and operated
upon at once. That was at Lcsh. He continued the
retreat with unhealed wound, botne on a stretcher
at the head of a body of troops,

The Serbs did not know whether there was pursuit
and they could not be sure that even when they reached
an Albanian port on the Adriatic they would be saved*
The weary trek to Dratch continued. How exhausting
it was for Alexander no one could tell, fox he never
complained* Those French and English accompanying